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This Magazine has now begun the tenth year of its existence. Occupying a position among contemporary 
journals not claimed by any other periodical, it has proved by its steady growth during nine years that such a 
record of Engineering progress was from the first a recognized necessity. 

The leading aim of the Magazine is to present the best possible summary of the progress of Engineering prin- 
ciples and practice throughout the world. To accornplish this end, a digest of the current history of works in pro- 
gress from home and foreign journals, and the original essays of the best home writers have jointly contributed. 

Two classes of minds are constantly aiding all scientific advancement, each largely dependent upon the other 
for success. The exclusively practical Engineer scorns the principles of the books and reaps undoubted success by 
empirical rules only. But to work beyond the field of his individual experience, guided by his rule of thumb, is 
to invite disaster. In any dilemma he needs the counsel of that cla-ss of his confreres whose labor has been in 
evolving the scientific principles of his profession. Only by the aid of an Engineering journal can the results of 
both fields of labor be rendered serviceable. Progress in this department of science is at present so rapid that, 
whether we regard the magnitude of the new projects, the originality of the designs, or the materials employed, 
we find the established precedents of but a few years ago of but little use as guides to the best success. 

To keep pace with this progress is a necessity to all who would contribute to an advance of the profession in 
this country. 

That the foremost writers on Engineering subjects are alive to the importance of their own active labor the 
p«ges of the last two or three volumes of this Magazine bear ample testimony. 

As heretofore, subjects relating to Civil Engineering proper receive the first attention. Progress in Mechan- 
ical, Sanitary, Mining and Military Engineering and Archit'-cture is duly chronicled, especial care being observed 
to exclude all articles that seem in any way to be biased by the enthusiasm of the inventor or the self-interest of 
an owner. 
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